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Examination Information
General Information
About the L.A.R.E.

The Landscape Architect Registration Examination (L.A.R.E.) is designed to determine whether
applicants for landscape architectural licensure possess sufficient knowledge, skills and abilities to
provide landscape architectural services without endangering the health, safety and welfare of the
public.

Successful completion of the Landscape Architect Registration Examination (L.A.R.E.] is required for
licensure as a landscape architect in the 49 states, two Canadian provinces and the territory of Puerto
Rico that regulate the profession of landscape architecture.

The L.A.R.E. is exactly the same in every jurisdiction. The same exam is administered on the same days
and under the same conditions and all exams are uniformly graded by CLARB. The L.A.R.E. consists of
four-part fully computerized examinations. Each section receives a pass or fail score independently
from the other sections. All sections must be passed in order to be granted licensure.

The L.A.R.E. is administered across the United States and Canada on dates established by CLARB. All
sections of the exam are administered by CLARB using a national system of computer testing centers.

It is important for L.A.R.E. applicants to contact the licensure board in the state or province in which
they wish to take the test and become initially licensed to determine the requirements, application
deadlines and specific information about the test schedule and locations.

For all sections of the L.A.R.E., CLARB establishes the deadlines for completion of the online
application. Candidates may check these deadlines on the CLARB website. It is often best for
candidates to apply for the L.A.R.E exams as soon as possible in order to make early test center
reservations. Test centers have a limited number of seats and are filled on a first come, first served
basis. CLARB partners with Pearson VUE Test Centers to administer the L.A.R.E. You can take any
section of the L.A.R.E. in any Pearson VUE Test Center that offers the L.A.R.E. regardless of where you
wish to become initially licensed. After you register for the L.A.R.E., CLARB will send you an email with
instructions about how to select your test center and schedule your exam appointment.

The Registration Process

The registration of landscape architects, like that of many other similar professionals, is a quasi-
governmental function assigned by the Province of Ontario. Registration is necessary when it is
determined that the services provided by a profession can be harmful to the public if they are
performed incorrectly and it is difficult or impossible for the general public to ascertain if a practitioner
is competent. The Ontario Association of Landscape Architects must determine the definition of the
profession, the qualifications required to practice the profession and the administrative procedures
required for registration. Individuals wishing to use the title “Landscape Architect” must be registered
with the Ontario Association of Landscape Architects.
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https://www.clarb.org/Candidates/Pages/Register.aspx

The regulation of a profession begins when the jurisdiction adopts statutes which place restrictions on
individuals in that field. These statutes may be in the form of "title” laws, "practice” laws or both “title
and practice” laws. A title law for landscape architecture provides that only registered or licensed
individuals may use the title “Landscape Architect” or otherwise infer to the public that they are a
Landscape Architect.

Practice laws identify those services that constitute the practice of landscape architecture and stipulate
that those services can only be provided by registered or licensed landscape architects.

In most jurisdictions, the statute mandates the establishment of a board to regulate the profession.
Generally, it is the responsibility of the board to determine who is qualified for licensure. Such boards
are composed of individuals appointed to that position. Board members usually include experienced
professionals in the field and can as well include individuals who are not a part of the field-also known
as public members.

The Importance of Reciprocal Registration

Although the registration board of each jurisdiction is completely independent of the registration
boards in other jurisdictions, the boards recognize that they address similar issues and face similar
problems, The boards also recognize that the standardization of requirements, especially examination
requirements, helps to facilitate the movement of professionals across jurisdictional boundaries. This
process, termed “reciprocal registration” allows a professional who has successfully completed a
recognized examination to obtain licensure in another jurisdiction with minimal effort.

For these reasons, most professional regulatory boards join together to form organizations through
which they can work on issues of common interest. For the landscape architecture boards, this
organization is the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB). The National
Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) and the National Council of Examiners of
Engineers and Surveyors (NCEES) serve architecture boards and engineering/surveying boards,
respectively. These national organizations are not national licensing bodies. They are associations of
regulatory boards through which the individual member boards can work to fulfill their charges more
efficiently and effectively
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Structure and Specifications

Understanding the examination specifications:

The L.A.R.E. Examination Specifications are based on a job analysis conducted by CLARB in
2010-2011. Over 1,600 landscape architects across the United States and Canada were involved in
updating the job analysis for landscape architects. The job analysis included five focus groups and
one large-scale validation survey. Survey respondents were asked to rate all job tasks on three
separate scales: how frequently the tasks were performed, how important the tasks were to
successful performance of the job, and whether or not successful performance of each task was
required at initial licensure. Overall, the tasks, and subsequent knowledge, that are performed most
often, are considered the most important, and are required at the initial point of licensure, form the
basis for the L.A.R.E.

The first three exams (Sections 1, 2, and 3) are further broken down into two subdomains. The last
exam (Section 4) contains one overall domain. Below each domain or subdomain is a list of all of the
tasks that will be assessed on the exam along with all of the knowledge areas that may be assessed on
the exam.

Section 1 Exam - Project and Construction Management (100 items)
Project Management (62%)

- Determine Project Scope and Client Requirements

- Establish and Monitor Project Budgets (or Statement of Probable Cost)

- Establish Scope of Services and Required Outside Expertise

- Develop Program

- Prepare and Review Contractual Agreements

- Coordinate Topographical Survey and Develop Project Base Map

- Establish Project Schedule

- Facilitate Meetings (e.qg. staff, government regulators, consultants, clients)

- Coordinate Other Discipline’'s Documents

- Document Design Decisions and Project Communication

- Prepare Technical Memorandum and Graphics

- Obtain Input from Stakeholders Regarding Project

- Coordinate Construction Documents (internally, with clients, and with other
consultants)

Bidding and Construction (38%)

- Respond to Bidder Requests for Information

- Issue Addenda to Construction Documents

- Participate in Construction Meetings

- Respond to Contractor Requests for Information
- Review and Respond to Submittals

- Review and Respond to Shop Drawings

- Prepare Change Orders
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Conduct Construction Site Review and Documentation

Perform Substantial Completion Inspection

Perform Final Inspection

Knowledge assessed on Section 1 Exam

Accessibility Requirements
Adaptive Reuse

Administrative Policies
Alternative Material Options or
Approved Equals

Basic Arboriculture

Basic Archaeology

Basic Knowledge of Computer Graphic
Software

Basic Business Law

Basic Civil Engineering

Basic Construction Trades

Basic Electrical Engineering

Basic Geotechnical Engineering

Basic Legal Terminology

Basic Mechanical Engineering

Basic Political Climate

Basic Traffic Engineering

Basic Urban Forestry

Bidding Procedures

Budgeting

Business Law

Communication Methods

Consensus Techniques

Construction Health and Safety
Standards

Construction Materials

Construction Processes

Construction Sequences

Construction Techniques

Construction Tolerances

Contract Law

Coordinate Systems

Design Processes

Drafting Standards

Economic Impact of Green Space and
Vegetation on Property Values
Environmental Ethics Standards

Erosion Management

Federal, State, and Local Codes and
Regulations

Governing Agency Processes
Grading

Graphic Standards

Hazard Conditions

Horticulture

Human Resources

Industry Standards and Guidelines
Irrigation Techniques

Jobsite Safety

Landscape Architecture Terminology
Landscape Maintenance Practices
Laws Governing Landscape Architecture
Liability Insurance

Master Plan Implementation Strategies
Material and Construction Testing
Material Costs

Occupational Health and Safety
Standards

Organizational Structure

Plant Materials

Plant Quality

Planting Methods

Playground Safety

Professional Ethics Standards
Professional Liability

Project Budget

Project Development Processes
Reused and Recycled Materials
Roles of Associated Professions
Site Surveys

Specification Types and Formats
Technical Drawings
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Section 2 Exam - Inventory and Analysis (80 items)
Site Inventory (22%)

- Determine Applicable Codes, Regulations, and Permitting Requirements
- Conduct Onsite Investigation

- Collect and Record Site Inventory

- Identify Gaps and Deficiencies

Analysis of Existing Conditions (78%)

- Analyze Codes and Regulations for Design Impact

- Perform Site Use Analysis

- Perform Circulation Analysis

- Interpret Utility Analysis

- Perform View Analysis

- Perform Microclimate Analysis

- Interpret Floodplain Conditions

- Perform Vegetation Analysis

- Perform Solar Analysis

- Interpret Ecological Analysis (e.g. habitat, biodiversity)
- Perform a Slope Analysis

- Interpret Soil Analysis

- Interpret Geotechnical Analysis

- Perform Small-Scale Surface Hydrological Analysis
- Interpret Stakeholder Input

- Analyze On and Offsite Relationships

Knowledge assessed on Section 2 Exam

- Accessibility Requirements Ecological Systems

- Adaptive Reuse - Federal, State, and Local Codes and
- Aerial Photos Regulations

- Analysis Methods - Fire Protection

- Basic Arboriculture - Geographic Information Systems

- Basic Archaeology - Hazard Conditions

- Basic Architecture - Human Factors Influencing Design
- Basic Entomology - Hydrology

- Basic Geology - Native and Invasive Plant Species

- Basic Geotechnical Engineering - Landscape Architecture Terminology
- Basic Traffic Engineering - Landscape Ecology

- Carrying Capacities - Microclimates

- Computer Graphic Software - Noise Impacts

- Conservation Planning - Plant Communities

- Coordinate Systems - Plant Hardiness Zone

- Data Inventory Resources - Plant Toxicity

- Demolition Processes - Playground Safety

- Drainage Pollution Mitigation
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Section 3 Exam - Design (100 items)

Recreational Trail Design
Research Methods (e.g. Quantitative
and Qualitative)

Restoration Ecology

Reused and Recycled Materials
Signage System Designs

Site Lighting Design

Site Opportunities and Constraints
Site Surveys

Soil Types

Solar Patterns

Surficial Geology

Topography

Concept Development (58%)

Synthesize Site Opportunities and Constraints

Refine Program

Create Design Alternatives
Analyze Design Alternatives
Develop Concept Narrative
Refine Conceptual Design(s])

Prepare Conceptual Renderings*

Utility Systems and Infrastructure
Vegetation Preservation

Visual Assessment Methods

Wind Effects

Natural Diversity Database
Floodplains

Aquifer Protection

Farmland Preservation

*The intent is to address candidates’ understanding of types and uses of rendering
techniques. We do not expect candidates to actually "draw”.

Desi

gn Development (42%)

Develop Master Plan Documents (e.g. land-use, circulation, phasing plan, and

guidelines)
Perform Earthwork Analysis

Refine the Preferred Design Alternative

Develop Preliminary Site Plans, Sections, and Details
Prepare Illustrative Graphics (e.g. perspectives, elevations, plans, sections)
Investigate, Verify Availability, and Select Design Materials and Components
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Knowledge assessed in Section 3 Exam

- Accessibility Requirements -
- Adaptive Reuse -
- Basic Archaeology - -
- Basic Architecture - -
- Basic Design Principles (e.g.,

balance, color theory, proportions,

rhythm, sequencing, scale, unity) -
- Budgeting -
- Community Outreach Strategies -
- Component Costs -
- Consensus Techniques -
- Construction Detailing -
- Construction Materials -
- Construction Techniques -
- Crime Prevention Through -
- Environmental Design
- Cut and Fill Equations
- Design of Social Spaces
- Design Precedent
- Design Principles -
- Design Processes
- Design Vocabulary
- Draftin

i - Reused and Recycled Materials
- Drainage

- Signage System Designs
- Site Lighting Design
- Site Surveys

- Fire Protection
- Grading -

- Landscape Ecology - Wind Effects
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